
                                      
AGENDA 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 @ 10:00 a.m. (note time) 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
UPDATED 4/12/2016 a.m. 

 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair  
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Member  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

3. Minutes 

 March 24, 2016 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
 

A.) RESOLUTION - Ingham County Drain Commissioner 
Montgomery Drain Drainage District Easements to include: 
Conservation Easement between the City of Lansing and MDEQ 
Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain @ Ranney Park 
Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain @ Red Cedar Park 

 
B.) RESOLUTION- Brownfield Plan #65; Potter Flats Redevelopment Project; South 

Street LLC; 701 E South Street 
 
C.) ORDINANCE - Repealing the Existing Abigail Ordinance PILOT 
 
D.) RESOLUTION – Set a Public Hearing for Z-5-2015; 222 W Genesee Street 

Rezoning from DM-3 Residential to D-1 Professional Office 
 

5) Other 
 

6) Adjourn 
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MINUTES 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Thursday, March 24, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m. 
10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 

 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Member Jody Washington, Chair 
Council Member Jessica Yorko, Vice Chair- arrived at 3:33 p.m. 

Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Member. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Council Member Wood 
Joseph Abood, Deputy City Attorney 
Karl Dorshimer, LEAP 
Gabrielle Alum, LEAP 
Calvin Jones, BWL 
Richard Peffley, BWL  
Bill Rieske, Planning and Neighborhood Development 
Robert Johnson, Planning and Neighborhood Development 
Susan Stachowiak, Planning and Neighborhood Development 
Mark Mello 
Jessica DeBone, South Edge Lofts 
Tom Lapka, Saboury 
Sam Saboury 
Martin Polack, TriTerra 
Joseph Whitsett, TWG 
Chris Swope, City Clerk 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
FEBRUARY 11, 2016 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
MARCH 10, 2016 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.  
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DISCUSSION/ACTION 
Mr. Swope informed the Committee that the notices for the public hearings for the PILOT for 
Repealing the Abigail, PILOT for The Abigail and PILOT for Walnut Park Apartments were not 
published within the State required time frame, therefore public hearings cannot occur on 
Monday, March 28th.  Mr. Swope noted that there is no ability to get a quorum for a Special 
Council Meeting. Mr. Swope apologized on behalf of Clerk’s office.   
 
Council Member Washington announced that she was aware that most present knew she was 
going to ask for a moratorium for nine (9) months on PILOT’s, but will include in that an 
exception for these three (3) PILOT’s.  She confirmed an earlier discussion with the Council 
President and they will have the resolutions to reset the public hearings on the Council Agenda 
on Monday, March 28, 2016 for the hearings to occur at the April 11, 2016 Council meeting.  
Council Member Washington concluded that she also was assured that the legal office was also 
consulted and there are no other options. 
 
Council Member Washington noted for all present and on the record that moving forward, 
resolutions coming out of Committee on to the floor do not commit Committee members from 
this Committee or colleagues on a yes or no vote.  The action out of Committee is only moving it 
out of Committee for final vote by the full Council, and Council Members are free to vote yes or 
no. 
  
RESOLUTION - Brownfield Plan #64; South Edge Lofts Project; 616 S. W Washington Avenue 
Properties LLC 
Council Member Washington outlined the Resolution for adoption, noting the Plan provides for 
the reimbursement of costs attributable to eligible activities to the developer and the Authority, 
the Project includes, in addition to the eligible activities identified in the Plan, the redevelopment 
of the property, the project may result in new private investment of approximately $10,000,000, 
the Plan provides for the capture of property tax increment revenues due to the private 
investment on the site, and devotes them to repaying the Authority for its costs associated with 
eligible activities it performs, and to repaying the developer for their costs associated with 
eligible activities they perform in accordance with the Plan. The Plan meets all of the 
requirements for a Brownfield Plan set forth in Section 13 of the Act; the proposed method of 
financing the costs of the eligible activities, as described in the Plan, is feasible and the 
Authority has the ability to arrange the financing, the cost of the eligible activities proposed in 
the plan are reasonable and necessary to carry out the purposed of the ACT and the amount of 
the captured taxable value estimated to result from the adoption of the Plan is reasonable.  
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR 
BROWNFIELD PLAN #64; SOUTH EDGE LOFTS PROJECT; 616 S WASHINGTON AVENUE 
PROPERTIES, LLC.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
  
Council Member Wood asked Mr. Dorshimer if the agreement and contract had been executed.  
Mr. Dorshimer confirmed everything had been initialed by the developer and signed, and the 
Mayor would sign after Council approved. 
  
Ordinance - Z-1-2016; TWG Development; 635 W Willow to DM-4 Residential; 656 W. Maple to 
DM-1 Residential 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE FOR Z-1-2016 
FOR TWG DEVELOPMENT; 635 W WILLOW TO DM-4 RESIDENTIAL; 656 W MAPLE TO DM-
1 RESIDENTIAL.  
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No questions or discussion.   
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION - Comprehensive Plan Amendment #1; Central Substation Project 
Mr. Rieske informed the Committee that this resolution is what is required for a master plan 
amendment to enable project to move forward.  As part of the master plan process, as dictated 
by law, the proposed amendment must go to the other jurisdictions.  The Planning Board 
recommended approval of the Resolution to move forward, and Mr., Rieske noted that this does 
not adopt the master plan amendment but starts the required 42 day waiting period after 
distribution. After that waiting period, then the Planning Board will have a public hearing and 
make recommendation then City Council will hold a public hearing.  Mr. Rieske distributed the 
tentative schedule with dates of tentative May 17, 2016 for the Planning Board public hearing 
then the process at Council in July with a public hearing also, and tentatively Council adoption 
at their July 25th or August 8th meeting.  Mr. Rieske noted again that this resolution now is the 
process and not the project. 
 
Council President Brown Clarke asked Mr. Rieske if under PA 333, when input comes in, to 
what degree of that input would require implementation by the Board.  Mr. Rieske confirmed that 
input would be part of the record for consideration.  Mr. Rieske went thru the complete schedule 
of dates.  The last date of July 25th or August 8th was confirmed as the tentative date for 
approval of the amendment plan and project.  Mr. Rieske did point out that on the schedule the 
Committee would also see that there will be a SLU required by the Zoning Ordinance.  Council 
Member Washington confirmed for all present that with the Parks Board, Planning Board and 
Council there will be plenty of opportunities for public input. 
  
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT #1 FOR CENTRAL SUBSTATION PROJECT.  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
  
Council Member Yorko asked to talk about the PILOTs for adoption.  Council Member 
Washington reiterated the details from the start of the meeting, when City Clerk Chris Swope 
admitted that his office unfortunately did not published the notices for the public hearings, no 
there would no hearing on Monday.  Council Member Washington noted again that when she 
requests a moratorium on PILOTS for 9 months, she will exempt these three PILOT’s.  Council 
Member Yorko asked when the public hearings would occur.  Council Member Washington 
stated that notices need to be published 5 days before the hearing, therefore March 28, 2016 
Council will set the public hearing for April 11th regular Council Meeting. 
 
Ordinance - Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Saboury Building Apartments; 1113 N 
Washington 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE FOR PILOT FOR 
SABOURTY BUILDING APARTMENTS; 1113 N WASHINGTON.   
No questions or discussion. 
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Council Member Yorko stated her opinion that what is happening with the PILOT with no action 
is a failure of the process, and she would not settle for the possibility of not adopting before the 
April 1 deadline.  Council Member Washington stated to Council Member Yorko that the 
discussion was held when the meeting was called to order however Council Member Yorko was 
not in attendance at the meeting yet.  Council Member Yorko asked that the applicants present 
be allowed to speak on their opinions. 
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Mr. Whitsett informed the Committee that based on the discussion at the last meeting he could 
do 10% and not go to the City for approval and could do market rate housing.  Therefore he will 
now go back to the 10% option and move forward.  Mr. Whitsett stated he would like to come 
back after April 1st and discuss again, however he will now go with 10% and all affordable.  
Council Member Washington confirmed he could proceed that way.  
 
Ordinance - Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Repealing the Existing Abigail Ordinance 
Reschedule the public hearings at the Council meeting on March 28, 2016 for a public hearing 
on April 11, 2016. 
 
Ordinance - Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Walnut Park Apartments 
Reschedule the public hearings at the Council meeting on March 28, 2016 for a public hearing 
on April 11, 2016. 
 
Ordinance - Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) The Abigail 
Reschedule the public hearings at the Council meeting on March 28, 2016 for a public hearing 
on April 11, 2016. 
 
Adjourn at 3:54  p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary,   
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on_________________   
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

RESOLUTION APPROVING BROWNFIELD PLAN #65 
THE POTTER FLATS REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (the ‘Authority’) of the City of 
Lansing, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act, Public Act, Public Act 381 of 1996, as amended, (the 
‘Act’) has prepared a Brownfield Plan, submitted to Council and placed on file in the 
office of City Clerk, LBRA Brownfield Plan #65 – Potter Flats Redevelopment Project 
(the ‘Plan’); and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Lansing City Council on March 28, 2016 
and at least 10 days before the public hearing the taxing jurisdictions were provided 
notice to be fully informed about the fiscal and economic implications of the proposed 
Plan and given a reasonable opportunity to express their views and recommendations 
regarding the Plan in accordance with Section 13 (10) and 14(1) of the Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lansing City Council, before and during its public hearing on the March 
28, 2016, reviewed testimony and evidence regarding the Plan, and found that: 
 
1. the Plan provides for the reimbursement of costs attributable to eligible activities 

to the developer and the Authority, 
 
2. the Project includes, in addition to the eligible activities identified in the Plan, the 

redevelopment of the property, 
 
3. the Project may result in new private investment of approximately $10,000,000, 
 
4. the Plan provides for the capture of property tax increment revenues due to the 

private investment on the site, and devotes them to repaying the Authority for its 
costs associated with eligible activities it performs, and to repaying the developer 
for their costs associated with eligible actives they perform, in accordance with 
the Plan, 

 
WHEREAS, the Authority Board of Directors, at its meeting on February 5, 2016, 
unanimously recommended approval of the Plan, for this Project; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council, after having duly 
considered the Plan, finds it is in compliance with the provisions of the Act and further 
finds: 
 

 The Plan constitutes a public purpose under the Act; 
 

 The Plan meets all of the requirements for a Brownfield Plan set forth in 
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Section 13 of the Act; 
 

 The proposed method of financing the costs of the eligible activities, as 
described in the Plan, is feasible and the Authority has the ability to 
arrange the financing; 

 

 The costs of the eligible activities proposed in the Plan are reasonable and 
necessary to carry out the purposes of the Act; and 

 

 The amount of the captured taxable value estimated to result from the 
adoption of the Plan is reasonable. 

 
IT IS FINALLY RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council hereby approves the LBRA 
‘Brownfield Plan #65 – Potter Flats Redevelopment Project’. 
 











































Draft #1 

February 11, 2016 

 

1 

ORDINANCE NO. ___________ 1 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, TO REPEAL SECTION 2 

888.32 OF CHAPTER 888 OF THE LANSING CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ELIMINATING 3 

THE SERVICE CHARGE IN LIEU OF PROPERTY TAXES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 4 

STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966, AS AMENDED, FOR 5 

THE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT KNOWN AS THE ABIGAIL, SPONSORED BY 6 

THE LANSING ABIGAIL APARTMENT LIMITED DIVIDEND HOUSING ASSOCIATION, 7 

LLC. 8 

 THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS: 9 

 Section 1.  That Chapter 888.32 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lansing, 10 

Michigan, The Abigail, be and is hereby repealed. 11 

 Section 2.  All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or rules 12 

inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed in its entirety and shall be null and 13 

void and of no effect. 14 

 Section 3.  Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared to be 15 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof 16 

other than the part so declared to be invalid. 17 

 Section 4.  This ordinance repeal shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, unless 18 

given immediate effect by City Council. 19 

Approved as to form: 20 
 21 

__________________________________________ 22 
City Attorney 23 

 24 
Dated:  ________________________________ 25 

 26 

S:\Attorney_Staff\ORDINANCES\Abigail Pilot 2014\Abigail Repeal 888.32 02.16.16.doc 27 



INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 

The Committee on Development and Planning introduced: 
 

An Ordinance of The City of Lansing, Michigan, to Amend Chapter 888 of the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances by repealing Section 888.32, which provides for a Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes for a project known as the Abigail. 
 

The Ordinance is referred to the Committee on Development and Planning 
 

RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING 
By the Committee of the Whole 

 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF LANSING, that a public hearing be set 
for Monday, ________, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor 
Lansing City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering an 
Ordinance of The City of Lansing, Michigan, to Amend Chapter ___ of the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances by repealing Section 888.32 which provides for a Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes for a project known as the Abigail. 
 
Interested Persons are invited to attend this Public Hearing.   
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